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Redebeitrag Oberbürgermeister Ashok Sridharan zur Eröffnung der COP 23 am Montag, 6. November 2017, 10 Uhr, WCCB, 
Bonn 
 

Excellencies, 

Distinguished Delegates,  

 

It is my sincere pleasure and a great honor to welcome you to Bonn – 

Germany’s United Nations City and host city of UN Climate Change.  

 

I am still overwhelmed by the musical performances that we have just 

seen – both from Bonn and from Fiji. In the city of Ludwig van Beethoven, 

we are all aware that music is a strong power. It unites people from all 

over the world. It is this unity and this power that we will need if we want 

to move forward in the climate process!  
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I am delighted that this 23rd Climate Conference is taking place here in 

Bonn, under the presidency of Fiji. Bonn is the place where the United 

Nations is shaping a sustainable future. Over the past 20 years, Bonn has 

become the global capital for sustainability and climate protection. And 

we all know that climate change is threatening mankind more than ever 

before. In fact, it is affecting every single one of us. Therefore, I am 

convinced that the fight against climate change must start at the local 

level. Every single one of us can make a contribution!  

This COP will therefore not be limited to Bonn and Bula zones. It will 

reach out to the public. More than 150 events will take the climate debate 

right to the citizens!  
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And as we are welcoming local and regional leaders from all over the 

world, COP23 will also be chance to show that local and regional action 

drives global climate action forward.  

These two weeks will help us to make headway in the climate process. 

And I hope that they will also be remembered for the enthusiasm and the 

warm hospitality in our beautiful city on the Rhine. If your time permits, I 

hope to see you at the Old Town Hall on Saturday, November 11, at 

11:11 am for the traditional opening of the Carnival season. For those 

who won’t make it to the city center, we have also set up a little Winter 

Market just opposite the Bonn zone to give you a little taste of the 

upcoming Christmas Season in Bonn. 
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Let me take the opportunity to thank all those who have worked hard over 

the past eleven months to provide you the best possible meeting and 

working conditions. I would also like to thank the citizens of Bonn – 

people from 178 nations – for their friendliness, their hospitality and their 

patience. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, I am confident that you will make this conference 

a success! Thank you and once again – welcome to Bonn or:  

Bula vinaka! 

 

No / Wa / nau 


